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In analyzing the liberal thoughts of Francis Mraash which are presided by the
freedom and civilization issues, we find an insisting claim in the failures of the
cognitive Arabic ego and its continuous inability to achieve progress and realize
the civilization as far as cutting with the intellectual calcification and the
political tyranny. Mraash has got the uniqueness inside the modern Arabic
thought which was dazzled by the achievements of the Western civilizations by
criticizing the rising Western modernism which was marked at that time by its
triumphs and conquests both inside and outside Europe. He was then , the first
one, who , in the Arabic thought, attached the characteristic of wilderness to the
Western civilization in his well-known article “The Civilization and
Wilderness” , showing the Western delinquency from its liberal and human
values as well as its involvement in the projects of colonialism.

This analysis goes through Francis Mraash’s thought (1836-1874), the
unrenowned rising thinker, who established all his speculative method on
freedom considering it the basis of civilization and development. In the sixties
of the nineteenth century, he introduced the principal rudiments of the Human
Rights, and this, long before the International Declaration of this cause, by more
than three quarters of that century. His most important ideas were found in his
book “The Forest of Rights” which was first printed in 1865 in Aleppo. The
political freedom, social injustice and equality were from his most emerging
principles, add to them , instructing the minds, embellishing the moral ethics
and cultures, consolidating the rights and rejecting tyranny as far as sectarian
and class discrimination aiming by all of this at achieving civilization. Mraash
approved that freedom is the only way to accomplish the development and to
reach the civilization. He therefore, went on absorbing the principles of
freedom, fraternity, equality and the human and civil rights, from the natural
human rights’ perspective which was already carried by the French
enlightenment century to confirm, in contrast to the postural right which was
based on the inequality, that the social contract between the political power and
the people should draw its principles from the natural human right to freedom
and equality.
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