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Summary:

The Coalition forces with American military had used more than 3,200
metric tons of depleted uranium munitions in two devastating wars on
Irag (1991 and 2003). They are manufactured from dangerous nuclear
waste, therefore, it has caused extensive radioactive contamination and
severe environmental and health catastrophe, which can be consider as
indicator for prevalence of different type of cancers and their deaths in
Irag. The results of previous studies (local and international) had linked
the spread of cancers in Irag to the radioactive contamination of depleted

uranium munitions used in the wars.

The present work adopting the following methodology:

First: a questionnaire on the affected families to know cancers injuries
and deaths after the war. The questionnaire included samples of 14 Iraqi
cities, with one or more patients who died of cancer. Especially the
families which have soldier who had participated in the war operations,
and those who live close to the field of military operations or their war
remnants.

Second: a questionnaire for specialist doctors who contributed to the
diagnosis, treatment and follow-up of the patient’s condition, these

doctors were work in government and private hospitals and
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contemporary what happened during the war on Irag. The questionnaire
included 94 doctors, from 15 Iraqi cities.

Third: conducting a statistical analysis for the answer of families and
specialized doctors on the questionnaire paragraphs. Statistic study of
the answer reveals that the number of families studied is 1112, which
includes 5560 persons, with an average of 5 members per family.

It can be found that (30.34%) of patients who died as a result of cancer,
49.3% are men, 35.1% are children, and 15.5% are women. Patients
constitute (26.5%), the dead people (14.45%) of all cancer patients. To
find out what the doctors think, the authors polled for 94 doctors who
specialized in cancer diseases, and they were lived the events during and
after the war, excluding the cities of Iragi Kurdistan. They reported that
the most prominent cancers diseases that they observed after the war are
cancers of blood, breast, lung, lymph nodes, bones, stomach, kidneys,
brain, and liver. They observed a significant increase in cancers diseases
and deaths after the war and they considered the rate of cancers in Iraq as
abnormal. The use of radioactive uranium weapons in the war on Iraq

plays a major role in the spread of cancers diseases.

It was found that the residential areas bombed during the war had an
important role, as the families surveyed confirmed that the neighborhood
or area in which they lived was exposed to bomb by missiles of the
coalition forces against Irag, and a part of them were bombed twice -
during the wars of 1991 and 2003. The military remnants are still present
in their residential areas, and no one told them about the presence of
radioactive contamination in their residential area. They did not warn

about the dangers of approaching from that remnants.

It was also found that the military service plays a major role of the total

affected men, (42.6%) served in the military during the war, 87% were
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injured or died of cancer after the 1991 war, and 13% after the 2003 war,
the diseases they were affected with were respectively: Lung cancer,
lymphoma, leukemia, brain cancer, bone cancer, stomach cancer, and
other tumors. Most of the physicians confirmed that they knew that some
of their patients were serving in the Iragi army during the war, and other
patients were lived in areas that were bombed with weapons of war, some
of patients were lived in areas where there is a military remnants, whereas
some of patients dealt with military waste, specifically iron scraps and
containers (barrels, etc.) contaminated with radiation were looted from

the Iraqi nuclear energy center in Tuwaitha (southern Baghdad City).

The results of our study confirmed the results of previous studies
that established a solid relationship between the spread of cancer

diseases and the use of uranium munitions.
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! _Radiation expert backs call for full inspection of

contaminated areasin Iraq
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