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China emerged as a developed economic power after the end of the Cold War, as

China transformed from an Asian regional power to a global power based on
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significant economic growth. This power provided it with options and opportunities,
expanding its diplomatic potential, and moving from a policy of negative neutrality
to a more effective, responsive and specific policy in the Middle East. Therefore,
China has a presence in all regions of the world; Africa, Latin America, and the
Middle East, especially as China is linked to the Middle East region with vital
interests, most notably energy security in addition to other strategic interests.
Although China and the Arab world have historical relations, the Arab region has
not been the focus of attention in Chinese strategy as it is today, as the Chinese role
has remained limited to trade and cultural exchanges, and China has not sought an
actual presence in the region.

Coping with the current international changes, Chinese trends have actually changed
towards the international challenges and crises in the Middle East region in general
and the Arab region in particular, and the escalation of the crises caused by those
challenges made the entire Arab region in a state of political and social instability.
Accordingly, China has developed the determinants of its foreign policy towards the
region in accordance with what serves its vision and employs what is happening in
the region in order to achieve its interests as a superpower. Thus, we can understand
what the driving factors for a major Chinese role are and influence in the Arab region
and its impact on Arab regional security, especially as the Arab world constitutes a
strategic depth for the major powers aspiring to compete for the leadership of the

world.
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