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Abstract.
The contemporary world is undergoing an accelerated digital transformation
in which data has become a sovereign and strategic resource. Cyberattacks

increasingly threaten national security, critical institutions, and economic
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stability. In Irag, digital risks have escalated due to weak technical
infrastructure, inadequate legislation, and the absence of an integrated
national framework for cybersecurity and data protection. This study aims to
examine the current state of cybersecurity and national data protection in
Iraq, analyse legislative and regulatory gaps, and review selected global
experiences that could serve as applicable models. The research adopts a
descriptive-analytical methodology, relying on legislative documents,
international reports, and benchmarking against global standards. The study
concludes that Iraq lacks a dedicated data protection law and suffers from
weak digital governance and the absence of a national cybersecurity
authority, which increases the likelihood of breaches, data leakage, and
attacks targeting critical infrastructure. The study recommends enacting a
comprehensive data protection framework, establishing an independent
national cybersecurity authority, developing a national strategy,
strengthening public—private partnerships, and investing in human and
technical capacity building.?

Keywords: Cybersecurity, Data Protection, Irag, Digital Sovereignty,

Legislation, Critical Infrastructure.
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