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The Problem of Water Mismanagement in Iraqg and Ways to Address It
Research Summary
This study aims to shed light on the problem of water mismanagement in Iraq in
particular, which is due to the presence of water sources from which it flows to
neighboring countries. The Euphrates River originates in Turkey, passing through

Syria and Iraq; the Tigris River, which originates in Turkey, passing through Irag;
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and the Sirwan, Alvand, and Karkheh Rivers, which originate in Iran, passing
through Iraq.
The water problem in Irag is a multi-dimensional issue affecting the country's
health and agricultural future, which certainly impacts its social reality and its
foreign relations with neighboring countries with which it shares its water
resources. The signs of the water crisis in Iraq began to appear with the drought
that occurred in the summer of 2018, due to the lack of rainfall and weak water
policies in Iraq.
The water problem was diagnosed as having three dimensions: the first is related to
global climate change; the second is local and internal, due to poor planning and
management of water resources; and the third is regional, due to the fact that Irag's
water resources are located outside its borders.
Keywords: Groundwater, Drought, water resources conservation strategy, water
releases.
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